Format:
Class will be built around problem-solving by students, often investigating issues in the real solar system. Often classes will start with discussions of solutions led by students (selected at the time each assignment is made), including discussion of the implications of the results and the techniques. That will be followed by a lecture, and set-up for the next assignment, including tips for solutions. Don't get scared; the frequency of assignments is intended to keep students engaged with the material, not to be overly arduous. It will be fine if students collaborate on solutions and/or seek guidance from the instructor, but the presenter (in addition to showing the preferred solution) should highlight issues, uncertainties, disagreements, paradoxes, etc., and all students should be prepared to raise such issues for vigorous discussion and resolution in class.
Students will required to do a term project. By the middle of the semester, each student will identify an interesting issue (you select, I approve) in planetary dynamics to review (or optionally do original research) in terms of the material covered in class during the semester. A paper and class presentation will be required at the end of the semester. This semeste r I am downplaying the term project somewhat, so as not to conflict with research projects required in other classes. 
